.Syrian union,

..

' : :
ed in the confused

o worried by reports that éqyiéﬁ representatives 1in

g gs us have privately opposed thé'uninno They have suggestecd

‘that{1t might require reconsideration of the Soviet-Syrian

“earms and cconomic agrecments,
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.Th_sﬁaéiqiSyrian drive for union with Egypt springs,out of Pan—Arab

'natldnéiism, but the present insistence 1n Syriavfor union results :

~1rom army fears that pro-Soviet and Conmunist elements might seize.

control in the near future.
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'army 1s a very touchy one,

C. The economic obstacles to unibn Aré cdﬁﬁidef&ble.'
D. P?liticians, especially in Syria, are‘fearrul that_the union
will submerge thén. |
Vi. The people of the Arab world, inspired by Pan-Arab nationalism, tend

to view the proposed union as the first step in the development of

the long-sought goal of Arab unipy.
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VIII The Syrian COnnuniqts are unﬁtﬁpy with the Union but are backing it

becausc to'd$¢othorwiua would risk unpopularity and per-anent damage.

IX. 'Officially and publicly the USSR has been non—connittal on the propcsed
4

" union. It posos the USSR serious problems. “¥While it may continue 3118

vnon—co-nitni positioﬁ, developments may induce it eventually to issve

\ ¥ statements in formal support of the union. At the same time, the U35k

is likely to continue behind- the scenes Op

posttioh to the union effo-t.
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